
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To: Melissa Baker, Superintendent  

From: Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent  

Date: May 15, 2017  

Re: Purchase of NWEA Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Assessments for the 2017-18 
             School Year

 
Public Act 306 (Third Grade Reading Legislation) details specific requirements for district assessments 

beginning in the 2017-18 school year. For at least kindergarten through third grade students, districts are 

required to use an “initial assessment” and “extensive assessment” approved by the Michigan 

Department of Education as two components of their comprehensive assessment system. The assessment 

systems must provide information in the five major reading components identified in the legislation:  

 phonemic awareness 

 phonics 

 fluency 

 vocabulary 

 comprehension 

Also beginning in the 2017-18 school year, districts are required to provide Individual Reading 

Improvement Plans for students identified as having a deficit in any of the areas listed above. This means 

the district must have a thorough system of assessments to help identify where students may be struggling 

in the various components.  
 

While the legislation only requires the implementation of these assessments in kindergarten through third 

grade, we want to be sure that our curriculum, instruction, and assessment practices are as cohesive as 

possible from kindergarten through fifth grade. We feel this is important for a few reasons. First, we want 

to ensure continuity of data from kindergarten through grade 5. We also want to give buildings 

consistency and make it as easy as possible for teachers and principals to be able to look at trend data and 

how a student is progressing over time and from one grade to the next. Additionally, we want to make it 

easier for teachers to have conversations within and across grade levels around student data, our 

curriculum, and student progress. It is also extremely important to us to provide parents and students 

consistency across their elementary experience.  
 

When PA 306 (Third Grade Reading Legislation) passed, the K-5 English Language Arts Subject Area 

Curriculum Committee reviewed all assessments currently used in English Language Arts in kindergarten 

through grade 5 in our district. SAC identified the information teachers get from each assessment and 

which assessments are currently used that would fulfill the requirements of the legislation. In that review, 

we recognized we do not have an assessment that fully meets the State’s new requirements for initial 

assessments. These assessments provide an opportunity for teachers to monitor how students are 

progressing in developing essential grade level skills (specifically those skills called out in PA 306).  
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The Michigan Department of Education has approved the use of the Northwest Evaluation Association 

(NWEA) Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessments to fulfill the initial assessment 

requirement of the PA 306 legislation. 
 

Kelley Engblom, Curriculum Coordinator, along with K-5 ELA SAC and school and district 

administrators reviewed assessment systems that were anticipated to be approved as initial assessments 

and researched the systems that are in use in other county districts.  Based on this research, a 

recommendation is being made to utilize the NWEA MAP assessments to fulfill the initial assessment 

requirement beginning with the 2017-18 school year. 
 

 

What are the MAP Assessments? 

The Measures of Academic Progress assessments are computer adaptive, electronic assessments. As the 

company states this, “creates a personalized assessment experience by adapting to each student’s learning 

level - precisely measuring student progress and growth for each individual.” The assessments are 

aligned to skills and state standards and are made up of multiple-choice questions. Students typically 

complete an assessment in under 60 minutes.   
 

 

How do MAP assessments fit into our current ELA assessment system? 

The NWEA assessment will replace the South Lyon Reading Assessment. In addition, NWEA fulfills the 

State’s requirement that districts implement a K-2 benchmark assessment and will replace the MDE K-2 

Early Literacy assessment. The Michigan Department of Education has approved the NWEA Measures 

of Academic Progress assessments to fulfill the “initial assessment” requirement of the PA 306 

legislation. There is also the potential that we will be able to replace the multiple-choice portion of the 

Revising and Editing assessment (administered in grades 3-5). K-5 ELA SAC needs additional time to 

review the NWEA Language assessment relative to the Revising and Editing assessments. We receive the 

MAP Language assessment as part of the assessment bundle once we purchase, so this would not result 

in increased cost.  
 

We will continue to administer the Developmental Reading Assessment as a diagnostic test to identify 

exact student reading levels as well as provide teachers meaningful information about how a student is 

progressing in their reading skills. The Michigan Department of Education has identified the DRA as an 

assessment that fulfills the “extensive assessment” requirement. 
 

Since the MAP assessments are estimated to take approximately 60 minutes per assessment, we 

anticipate a reduction in the amount of instructional time devoted to assessments. Currently, the SLRA 

requires anywhere from four to five sessions of approximately one hour twice a year. If we use the MAP 

assessments, we would be engaging in one or two sessions of approximately one hour two to three times 

a year.  
 

 

How much will the assessment system cost? 

The assessment costs $11.50 per student which would amount to $48,460.50 based on our projected 

enrollment numbers. This cost covers the Reading, Language, and Math assessment components within 

the system. If we were to elect to use the Language or Math components this would not result in 

increased expense.  
 

We are hopeful the State will have grant money available for reimbursement of some if not all costs 

related to online assessment systems used in districts as they have in the past. If they do, we are confident 

that the NWEA would be an assessment eligible for reimbursement as it has been previously. We will not 

know whether that grant will be available until Michigan adopts a budget for the next fiscal year and the 

Michigan Department of Education announces related grant opportunities.  
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Additionally, professional development will be provided to staff on how to administer the assessment and 

use the data from the assessment to inform instruction. There will be professional development facilitated 

by the company to provide training to teachers and district administrators. These trainings cost $3,200  

per session plus guest teacher fees and we anticipate needing 3 sessions for a total of $10,600. We plan to 

write those costs into our Title IIA budget. A great deal of the professional learning will be done through 

staff meetings and curriculum days and facilitated by district staff. There will be no additional costs 

associated with those sessions. 


